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Abstract: Brevity is considered the primary purpose for employing ellipsis in human language,
especially in Arabic. However, in poetic language, it takes on a deeper role, as the omitted elements
carry secondary meanings rooted in the poet’s intent that differ from the standard lexical definitions.
These meanings appear to the listener as hidden potential implications revealed through context. This
study examines poems composed by a group of Arabic poets from the Nupe tribe in Nigeria. Nupe is one
of the oldest Nigerian tribes to embrace Islam and Arabic prose and poetry. It is observed that those
poems are filled with ellipsis which calls the researcher’s attention to the following questions: why are
those poems characterized with ellipsis? What are the semantic implications of ellipsis in the poems?The
Objective is to unleash the hidden semantic meanings of the deleted grammatical phenomena in the
poems. The Methodology; The researcher employed descriptive methodology to address the topics: A
glimpse on the history of Nupeland, Ellipsis in linguistic studies, Ellipsis of the subject of nominal
sentences (mubtada’) in Arabic poetry in Nupeland, Ellipsis of verbs in Arabic poetry in Nupeland,
Ellipsis of noun (al-fail), & Ellipsis of object (maf*il) in Arabic poetry in Nupeland. The researcher
concludes that ellipsis in these poems carry secondary semantic implications such as emphasis,
glorification, the clarity of the omitted element, clarification after ambiguity, brevity due to context,
poetic constraints, admiration, modesty, sorrow, belittlement, and burden.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Grammatical Phenomena, Nupeland, Nigeria, Semantic Study.
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